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Doctrine of Salvation

Salvation involves the redemption of the whole person and is offered freely to all who
accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, who by His own blood obtained eternal
redemption for the believer. In its broadest sense salvation includes regeneration,
Justification, sanctification, and glorification. There is no salvation apart from personal faith
in Jesus Christ as Lord.

— Grace Baptist Church’s Statement of Faith

Order of Salvation

Ephesians 2:8
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God...

1 Corinthians 1:18
'8 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God.

Romans 5:9
° Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved
by him from the wrath of God.

Romans 8:29-30

2 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. *° And those whom he
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom
he justified he also glorified.

1. Regeneration

Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God's grace whereby believers become new
creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through
conviction of sin, to which the sinner responds in repentance toward God and faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Ezekiel 36:26-27

% And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within you. And | will remove
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. ?” And I will put my Spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.
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John 1:12-13

2 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God, ® who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God.

Acts 16:14

* One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of
purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to
what was said by Paul.

2. Conversion (Repentance and Faith)

Repentance and faith are inseparable experiences of grace. Repentance is a genuine
turning from sin toward God. Faith is the acceptance of Jesus Christ and commitment of
the entire personality to Him as Lord and Saviour.

Zechariah 1:3
3 Therefore say to them, Thus declares the Lord of hosts: Return to me, says the Lord of
hosts, and | will return to you, says the Lord of hosts.

Ephesians 2:8-10

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, ° not a result of works, so that no one may boast. ° For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them.

Romans 10:14

% How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching?

3. Justification

Justification is God's gracious and full acquittal upon principles of His righteousness of all
sinners who repent and believe in Christ. Justification brings the believer unto a
relationship of peace and favor with God.

Romans 4:4-6

4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. °> And to
the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is
counted as righteousness, ° just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom
God counts righteousness apart from works:

Philippians 3:3-9

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more: ° circumcised
on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews;
as to the law, a Pharisee; ¢ as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless. ” But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake of
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Christ. ¢ Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and count them as
rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ° and be found in him, not having a righteousness
of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith—

Romans 5:19
' For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one
man's obedience the many will be made righteous.

4. Sanctification

Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the believer is set
apart to God's purposes, and is enabled to progress toward moral and spiritual maturity
through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace should
continue throughout the regenerate person's life.

regenerated.

Romans 6:11, 17-18

" So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus..."”
But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from
the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been
set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.

. While the Bibl ak t a_ definit inning _t nctification, it also
sanctification as a process that continues throughout the Christian life.

2 Cor 3:18

'® And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed
into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord
who is the Spirit.

Philippians 3:13-14

'3 Brothers, | do not consider that | have made it my own. But one thing | do: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, ' | press on toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

c. _While we are being made into the image of Christ Jesus, we must understand that
perfect holiness is never had in this lifetime.

1 John 3:2
2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we
know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.

d. Sanctification is a two-fold process.
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2 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, " for
it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Romans 8:13
3 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live.

5. Glorification

Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final blessed and abiding state of the
redeemed.

1 Cor 15:51-53

" Behold! | tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, %2 in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the
dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. ** For this perishable body
must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.

Philippians 3:20-21

20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, ?’
who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables
him even to subject all things to himself.

Doctrine of Last Things

God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end.
According to His promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in glory to the
earth; the dead will be raised; and Christ will judge all men in righteousness. The
unrighteous will be consigned to Hell, the place of everlasting punishment. The righteous
in their resurrected and glorified bodies will receive their reward and will dwell forever in
Heaven with the Lord.

— Grace Baptist Church’s Statement of Faith

Rev 1:3
° Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those
who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.

o The Bible promises a literal return of Christ.
Heb 9:27-28

27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, ?¢ so
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not
to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

1 Thess 1:16a
'® For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of
an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.
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James 5:7a
” Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord.

Mark 13:24-27

24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light, % and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens
will be shaken. % And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power
and glory. 2 And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds,
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

e It will be a personal, visible, bodily return.

Acts 1:9-11

® And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. "° And while they were gazing into heaven as he went,
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, ' and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Rev 1:7
7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who
pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him.

e The time of Christ's coming is unknown.

Mark 13:32-37

32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. ** Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the
time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his
servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. *°
Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in
the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— *¢ lest he come
suddenly and find you asleep. 3" And what | say to you | say to all: Stay awake.”

e There will be a Final Judgment.

Acts 17:30-31
30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere
to repent, 3" because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness
by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him
from the dead.

1. Christ will be the Judge.

Hebrews 9:27-28

27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, ?¢ so
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not
to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

2. Unbelievers will be judged and condemned to eternal punishment.

Romans 2:6-8
6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in
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well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life;  but for those
who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be
wrath and fury.

Matthew 25:41, 46

“1 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels...*° And these will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.”

3. Believers will be judged according to our works

2 Cor 5:9-10

® So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. '° For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for
what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

e There will be New Heavens and a New Earth.

Rev 21:1-4

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. ? And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. * And | heard
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their
God. * He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed
away.”

Other Resources:

= Knowing God, J | Packer
= Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem
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